Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 00006 02II40Z 

11 

ACTION NEA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 AID-05 AGR-05 HUD-OI EB-07 COME-00 

PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-I5 RSC-OI CIAE-00 DODE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-OI USIA-06 PRS-OI SAM-OI /070 W 

040765 

R 020902Z JAN 75 
PM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9619 

CONPIDENTIAL TEHRAN 0006 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINR, IR 

SUBJ: PALL OP MARDOM PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL 

REF: TEHRAN I02I7 

SUMMARY: LOCAL PRESS DECEMBER 29 ANNOUNCED OUSTER OF 
MARDOM PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL NASSER AMERI. NEWSPAPER 
ACCOUNTS STATE AMERI WAS PORCED TO RESIGN DUE TO PARTY 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE CRITICISM OP HIS AUTOCRATIC WAYS AND HIS 
ATTACKS ON CONDUCT OP RECENT LOCAL ELECTIONS. REAL REASON, 
ACCORDING TO HIGH MARDOM OPFICIAL, IS DISSATISPACTION OF SHAH OVER 
RECENT STRONG MARDOM ATTACKS ON BUDGET BILL AND CAUSTIC REMARKS 
AMERI ALLEGEDLY MADE REGARDING SHAH-PEOPLE REVOLUTION. 

PRESS TIPS MARDOM WHIP HOLAKU RAMBOD TO SUCCEED AMERI. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. PARSI AND FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS DECEMBER 29 ANNOUNCED 
RESIGNATION OP MARDOM PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL NASSER AMERI. 
DURING HIS 18 MONTHS IN OPPICE AMERI, WHO HAD ACCEPTED 
POST RELUCTANTLY, PIRST PURGED AND THEN GAVE APPEARANCE 
OP UNITY TO PARTY, CROWNING HIS ACHIEVEMENTS WITH SUCCESS- 
PUL MARDOM PARTY CONGRESS (SEE REFTEL). ACCORDING TO 
NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS AMERI WAS PERSUADED TO RESIGN MY MARDOM 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE WHICH ACCUSED HIM OP ABRASIVE ATTITUDE 
TOWARD OTHER PARTY LEADERS AND OF HOLDING PARTY UP TO 
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DURES OF RECENT LOCAL ELECTIONS. AMERI WAS REPORTEDLY 
TAKEN ABACK BY THESE CRITICISMS AND IMMEDIATELY TENDERED 
HIS RESIGNATION AT SUGGESTION OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

2. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM HIGH-LEVEL MARDOM PARTY OFFI- 
CIAL THAT REAL REASON EOR DISMISSAL WAS SHAH'S DISPLEASURE 
WITH AMERI'S RECENT ATTACKS ON PERFORMANCE OF HOVEYDA 
GOVERNEMTNA AND HIS PLANNED SPEECH IN MAJLES STRONGLY CRITI- 
CIZING PROPOSED BUDGET FOR COMING YEAR. PURPOSE OF EXTENSIVE 
COVERAGE OF INCIDENT, ACCORDING TO SAME SOURCE, WAS TO MAKE 
EXAMPLE OF AMERI FOR OTHERS WHO MIGHT GO TOO EAR IN CRITICIZ- 
ING GOVERNMENT. 

3. FRONT-RUNNER FOR AMERI'S POSITION IS HEAD OF MARDOM 
PARTY FACTION IN MAJLES, HOLAKU RAMBOD, WHO IS MOST POWER- 
FUL MAN NOW ACTIVE IN MARDOM PARTY AND HAS CONSIDERABLE 
INFLUENCE WITH PARTY RANK-AND-EILE. 

4. COMMENT: WE DOUBT RAMBOD WANTS JOB ALTHOUGH HE MAY FEEL 
HE HAS TO TAKE IT. EXPERIENCE OF TWO MOST RECENT INCUMBENTS, 
AMERI AND ALI NAQI KANI, HAS MADE CLEAR THAT MARDOM 
SECRETARY GENERALSHIP IS EXPOSED POSITION WHICH DOES OT 
HELP A POLITICAL CAREER. IN ADDITION, RAMBOD IS PRIMARILY 

A BEHING-THE-SCENES OPERATOR. 
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